November X, 2007

The Honorable _________
Dear Congressman ________:

As one of over 1,500 National School Supply & Equipment (NSSEA) member companies involved in the school market industry, I urge you to support proposed legislative efforts expanding the Teacher’s Tax Relief Act deduction or credit.  Every day educators rely on NSSEA members to provide the finest equipment, furnishings and supplies to enhance the education process, but they routinely use their own funds to outfit their classrooms in many cases creating a hardship for our nation’s teachers.  

According to a recent NSSEA study, 93% of teachers spend their own money on school supplies for their classrooms. Of that money, 72% is spent on extra-curricular instructional materials.  On average, the total amount spent annually is in excess of $500 with over 7% of the teachers surveyed spending more than $1,000 each year. 

I urge you to support H.R.549, H.R. 2287 or H.R. 3605 proposed bills to expand upon the current deduction amount. These important bills provide meaningful financial relief through a tax deduction or credit for teachers who reach into their own pockets to purchase needed classroom supplies and materials. 

Unfortunately the current Teacher’s Tax Relief Act is due to expire December, 2007 and only provides a deduction for teacher expenditures up to $250.  This is less than half of what the majority of teacher’s personally spend for classroom supplies and materials per the study.  In addition to your consideration of a dollar amount contained in the bill, I further ask that the bill is passed in time to allow the IRS to place this deduction or credit on the 2007 tax forms as last year many educators were unaware of the deduction due to the deduction not being part of the tax form.

I thank you for your continued support of teachers and education support professionals in the United States through the currently proposed bills in your Committee on Ways and Means.

Sincerely,

