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111th CONGRESS, 1ST SESSION BEGINS ON JANUARY 6, 2009

President Abraham Lincoln addressed the Congress of the United States in December, 1862. He stated:

“The dogmas of the quiet past, are inadequate to the stormy present. The occasion is piled 

high with difficulty, and we must rise with the occasion.”

“As our case is new, so we must think anew, and act anew. We must disenthrall ourselves, 

and then we shall save our country.”

“Fellow citizens, we cannot escape history.”

President Lincoln described the nation’s context in 1862 in ways that will resonate with the First Session 

of the 111th Congress, as U.S. Representatives and U.S. Senators rise to be sworn into office on Tuesday, January 6, 2009 in the U.S. Capitol. Members of the House stand for election or re-election every two years.  Elections for one-third of U.S. Senate seats are held every two years.  A handful of November, 2008 Congressional election results remain undecided or unconfirmed as of the New Year.

On November 18 and 19, 2008 House and Senate Democrats elected their leaders for the 111th Congress, 

First Session, and House And Senate Republicans did the same. Here are the leaders of the U.S. Senate and 

U.S. House of Representatives for the upcoming year. This list does not include House or Senate Committee Chairs or Ranking Minority Members on Committees.

Leadership of the U.S. Senate: 111th Congress

Democratic Leaders





Republican Leaders

President Pro Tempore




Senate Minority Leader

Senator Robert C. Byrd (D-WVA)



Senator Mitch McConnell (R-KY)

Senate Majority Leader




Senate Minority Whip

Senator Harry Reid (D-NV)




Senator Jon Kyl (R-AZ)

Senate Majority Whip





Conference Chairman

Senator Richard J. Durbin (D-IL)



Senator Lamar Alexander (R-TN)

Conference Vice Chairman




Conference Vice Chairman

Senator Charles E. Schumer (D-NY)



Senator John Thune (R-SD)
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Conference Secretary





Policy Committee Chairman

Senator Patty Murray (D-WA)



Senator John Ensign (R-NV)

Steering and Outreach Committee Chairwoman
National Republican Senatorial Committee

Senator Debbie Stabenow (D-MI)
Chairman


Senator John Cornyn (R-TX)

Chief Deputy Majority Whip

Senator Barbara Boxer (D-CA)

Leadership of the U.S. House of Representatives: 111th Congress

Democratic Leaders





Republican Leaders

Speaker of the House





House Minority Leader

Representative Nancy Pelosi (D-CA)



Representative John Boehner (R-OH)

House Majority Leader




House Minority Whip

Representative Steny H. Hoyer (D-MD)


Representative Eric Cantor (R-VA)

House Majority Whip





Conference Chairman

Representative James E. Clyburn (D-SC)


Representative Mike Pence (R-IN)

Caucus Chairman





Conference Vice-Chairman

Representative John B. Larsen (D-CT)


Representative Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-WA)

Caucus Vice-Chairman




Conference Secretary

Representative Xavier Becerra (D-CA)


Representative John Carter (R-TX)









Policy Committee Chairman









Representative Thaddeus McCotter (R-MI)

National Republican Congressional Committee Chairman









Representative Pete Sessions (R-TX)

Votes will be held on January 6, 2009, but primarily these will focus on procedural matters that guide the conduct of parliamentary and legislative business in each Chamber of Congress, and on approvals of Committee leaders and Members. Generally, there are receptions or social opportunities after the swearing-in ceremonies, and initial flurry of votes, for family and friends to greet and congratulate the Members of the 111th Congress. The House and Senate will remain in Session during the rest of the week of January 6, 2009.

Expected Early Congressional Agenda Items

In addition to the economic stimulus or recovery legislative package that Congress will consider early in the 111th Congress, 1st Session, it is expected that Senators and Representatives will seek to complete the FY 2009 appropriations bills (for School Year 2009-10) and work to pass an expansion of the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP).
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The House and Senate passed an SCHIP expansion bill in 2008 by healthy margins, but President 

George W. Bush vetoed the expanded version of SCHIP and agreed to only a simple extension of the program until March 31, 2009.

The moratoria on implementation of Medicaid School-Based Transportation and Administrative Costs regulations and of rehabilitation services Medicaid regulations, also expire on March 31, 2009. These moratoria have allowed federal funds to continue to flow to local school districts for these Medicaid-related services.  These harmful Medicaid regulations were promulgated by the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. They were Executive Branch decisions of the federal government, and were not put forward and passed by the Legislative Branch of the federal government – the Congress. Hence, a decision to cancel the harmful Medicaid regulations would not take Congressional legislative action. Rather, corrective action could be taken by the new Secretary of Health and Human Services, if confirmed by the Senate, former South Dakota Democratic Senator and Senate Majority Leader, 

Tom Daschle.

Senate Confirmation Hearings Begin

During the next two weeks, Confirmation hearings will be held in the U.S. Senate for three individuals designated by President-Elect Obama to be Cabinet Secretaries. The trio represents the potential Secretaries of Health and Human Services, of Labor, and of Education. The Confirmation hearings schedule is as follows:

· Thursday, January 8, 2009

U.S. Health and Human Services Department Secretary Designate

Former Senator Tom Daschle (D-SD)

· Friday, January 9, 2009

U.S. Department of Labor Secretary Designate

U.S. Representative Hilda Solis (D-CA)

· Tuesday, January 13, 2009

U.S. Department of Education Secretary Designate

Chicago Public Schools CEO, Arne Duncan

A typical Senate Confirmation hearing for a designated Cabinet-level Department Secretary includes a statement delivered by the designee, and a period of questions posed by the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee, to the designee, and discussion of the responses provided by the Secretary designate.

If there is little or limited controversy over the nominee, the Committee generally takes a vote to confirm her/him on the same day. If there are controversies or opinions and beliefs that Committee Members wish to explore further, a second day for confirmation queries may be scheduled, with voting withheld until the conclusion of the questions and answers phase of the Confirmation hearing.

On individual, Governor Bill Richardson (D-NM), who was selected by President-Elect Obama to become his U.S. Secretary of Commerce, withdrew from consideration by the Senate for that post on January 4, 2009. A federal grand jury is investigating Governor Richardson to determine whether a California firm, CDR Financial Products, headed by David Rubin, inappropriately won a New Mexico State contract after making political contributions to Governor Richardson. The Governor stepped aside, claiming no wrong-doing because the investigation is expected to take some time, delaying the new President the chance to get his Cabinet confirmed and ready to work ______________________.
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SERIOUS CONGRESSIONAL DISCUSSIONS ON THE CONTOURS AND CONTENT OF AN ECONOMIC STIMULUS PACKAGE CONTINUE ON JANUARY 5, 2009

President-Elect Barack Obama and Congressional leaders will continue formally, to discuss and solidify the contours and content of an economic stimulus or recovery package, beginning on Monday, January 5, 2009. The President-Elect will meet together with House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) and Senate Majority Leader 

Harry Reid (D-NV) on that date to begin to move the process of getting a legislative package passed and ready for signature.  Mr. Obama also will meet with House and Senate Republican leaders on January 5, 2009, with Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) and House Minority Leader John Boehner (R-OH).

On Sunday, January 4, 2009, House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer (D-MD) publicly indicated that his goal 

is to get economic recovery legislation passed and to the 44th President for signature by mid-February, 2009, 

before Congress takes a one week recess and heads home for President’s Day and for the week of 

February 15, 2009. This is a later projected timetable than has been previously reported.  Leader Hoyer expects to get the stimulus legislation through the House by the end of January, 2009, then sent to the Senate for action, and moved to the desk of the new President by President’s Day.

Pressures exist to move forward as quickly as possible with stimulus legislation, because the U.S. economy continues to worsen. However, there is considerable dissatisfaction with various financial bailout initiatives taken by the Bush Administration and the Congress to date, with some of the responses made by the corporations involved, and with the lack of assistance to ordinary Americans, to help them gain better access to credit, and to deal with mortgage loan problems on their homes.

House and Senate Republicans are concerned about the size of the package, whether there are hearings and GOP involvement on a bipartisan basis, and whether there will be sufficient time to review any bills. Senate Minority Leader McConnell has mentioned consideration of loans instead of outright grants to aid States, as an idea that Republicans may be interested to have considered.

House Hearing On Economic Recovery Page Is Upcoming

On Wednesday, January 7, 2009, the House Democratic Steering and Policy Committee co-chairs, Representative George Miller (D-CA) and Representative Rosa De Lauro (D-CT), will hold a hearing on the economic outlook and components of an economic recovery plan to spur the creation of jobs in the short-term and to generate economic growth long-term. ELS has been invited by the House Speaker’s office to attend this hearing and a reception following sponsored by the Speaker, to celebrate the beginning of the 111th Congress.

The panel of witnesses at the hearing will be economists and infrastructure investment experts, and will include:

· Dr. Mark M. Zandi
Chief Economist and Co-Founder of Moody’s Economy.com

· Robert Reich
Former U.S. Labor Secretary and currently a University of California at Berkeley Professor

· Martin Feldstein
President-Emeritus of the National Bureau of Economic Research and currently George F. Baker Professor of Economics at Harvard University
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· Norman Augustine
Author of The Gathering Storm, which focuses on the critical need for U.S. investments in basic science and research, among other notable credentials

· Maria Zuber
E.A. Griswold Professor of Geophysics at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Speaker Pelosi has said:


“The state of our economy demands Congress act quickly to pass at the earliest date an

economic recovery plan, to provide immediate relief to Americans and to create or save 

millions of American jobs.”


“This stimulus package will build upon the stimulus package the House passed in September 

and the numerous hearings held by our other committees, to ensure we make the investments 

in an innovative and bold way to strengthen the economy.”

House Chairman of the Education and Labor Committee, Congressman George Miller (D-CA), stated that:


“We know that smart, strategic investments in our nation’s infrastructure are key to 

getting Americans back to work and getting our economy moving forward.”


“This hearing will help the new Congress take swift, effective action to create jobs, 

rebuild our economy, strengthen our competitiveness through strategic investments in 

education and lay the foundation for a robust and innovative future.”


Key elements of an economic recovery package still are expected to include infrastructure investment, tax breaks, and direct aid to States. Reportedly the economic stimulus legislation will include a list of principles developed by the Congress and President-Elect Obama, and formulas, on the basis of which States are expected to select infrastructure projects for funding. Aid to States is expected to include additional federal monies to help States with the costs of Medicaid, since in a down economy more residents become eligible to use federal health care programs for the poor. Tax cuts for middle class workers and for some businesses also are under discussion.  These could include payroll tax deductions relief, and the total for tax relief could be as high as about $300 billion.

Five Democratic Governors Make Economic Stimulus Recommendations

On Friday, January 2, 2009, Democratic Governors of five States, New York, New Jersey, Massachusetts, Ohio and Wisconsin, led by former U.S. Senator and present New Jersey Governor Jon S. Corzine, asked the federal government and Congress for an Economic Recovery package of $1 trillion. This is larger than the $675 to 

$775 billion package that Congress has discussed, which could escalate to $850 billion. Governor Corzine said:


“The scope of it needs to be substantial” and “include this education piece.”

These Governors suggested that an economic stimulus package include the following comments:

· $350 billion for Infrastructure, including transportation, broadband, and wastewater projects
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· $250 billion for anti-poverty programs, including Medicaid, food stamps, unemployment insurance, and child care
· $250 billion in flexible education spending to maintain funding for programs from pre-kindergarten to higher education 

· Tax cuts

According to the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, at least 41 States plus Washington, D.C., are looking at budget deficits of about $42 billion in total, in 2009.  Twenty-five States have already made cuts to education or are planning to do so, claims Massachusetts Governor Deval Patrick.

Wisconsin Governor Jim Doyle (D) worries that without assistance, the quality of schools will drop, and access to higher education will be constrained, due to the inability of more families to pay high costs of tuition and fees. Governor Doyle was reported by the Washington Post (Jan. 3, 2009) as saying:


“I think often during these days of my parents, who grew up during the Great Depression 

and went to public schools… and went to a great state university.”


“These people educated in the ’30s went on to win a world war and bring this country 

into the ’60s and ’70s.”

A spokesman for the Republican Governors Association, Executive Director Nick Ayers, criticized the Democratic Governors’ proposal as “essentially a bailout of these states’ general funds.”

The New York Times reported on January 4, 2009, in an article entitled “Obama Considers Major Expansion in Aid to Jobless,” that the President-Elect and Congressional leaders are committed to keeping the total package cost at under $1 trillion, to reduce political difficulties in moving the legislation forward. Among elements of an Obama-generated plan under discussion, are the following:

· Energy, education, health care aid and tax relief

· Additional funding “to subsidize local governments’ education costs in the downturn

· Additional monies for school construction and renovation, and according to Congressional staff, increased funding for the education of “students with disabilities and special needs”
· Also more funding is being explored for Head Start and Pell Grants, college student financial aid

When Congress begins on Tuesday, January 6, 2009, and House Democrats hold their hearing with key economists on Wednesday, January 7, and Congressional staff return from the holidays, clearer directions for the 111th Congress and the Economic Recovery package will emerge.







