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“The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009”

Background

President Barack Obama, House and Senate Democrats are moving forward to pass an economic stimulus bill  entitled “The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009,” which contains at least $825 billion to address in various ways, the nation’s worsening economic crisis, called the worst since “The Great Depression” of the 1930’s.

Some Congressional Republicans are concerned about the size and scope of this legislative package, saying in part that the bill spends too much, creates too few jobs, and needs more tax relief provisions. President Obama is personally and actively lobbying on Capitol Hill with Congressional leaders of both parties, because he wants the economic stimulus bill to pass with bipartisan support, and by mid-February, 2009, so that the federal funds and policy provisions can begin to take effect.

Last week, multiple House Committees passed the portions of “The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009” over which they have jurisdiction. House Committees that have taken action include House Appropriations, Ways and Means, Energy and Commerce, among others. There are provisions related to education in each of these separate House Committee-passed bills. A brief summary of the education highlights contained in these bills is provided by ELS in companion newsletter number 7.

The House Committee-passed legislative components will now be melded into one giant bill numbered HR 1. This legislation, the House version of “The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009,” will be considered on the floor of the U.S. House of Representatives on Tuesday, January 27, 2009 and on Wednesday, January 28, 2009. The full House will vote on this bill on Wednesday.

Comparable Senate Committees will be holding markups this week, the week of January 26, 2009, to pass various portions of the Senate economic stimulus bill (e.g. Senate Appropriations Committee, Senate Finance Committee). Then the Senate will put together its economic stimulus legislative components, and will consider the complete bill on the Senate floor.

Significance

Of the current $825 billion contained in the complete House economic stimulus bill, over $140 billion is allocated for education. Developers and providers of instructional materials directly benefit from a strong, healthy economy, one in which States and local school districts have sufficient resources with which to purchase appropriate and diverse instructional materials for early learning, elementary and secondary education, postsecondary education and job training.

Education legislative services, inc.

WASHINGTON, DC: 


                 Sally Shake, President/CEO
CALIFORNIA:  



230 e street, NE, Washington, DC 20002
 




1717 Birdsong Place, El Cajon, CA 92021

Tel: 202/544-7364     Fax: 202/547-4205
 
E-Mail: els.ca@cox.net  
TEL:  619/444-4997   FAX:  619/444-4997
111TH CONGRESS, 1ST SESSION   JANUARY 25, 2009     VOLUME I    NUMBER 6        PAGE 2
State and local school district markets for instructional materials have weakened significantly due to State and local budget shortfalls in the public sector. Therefore, instructional materials developers and providers may benefit directly through this legislation, which sends additional federal funds directly to States and local school districts, through federal formulas such as ESEA Title I, IDEA Special Education, Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education, and State K-12 school finance formulas. These funds are in addition to the normal federal appropriations for School Years 2009-10, and 2010-11, which have not yet been finalized or distributed to States and local school districts. New provisions may create new markets and expand existing ones, such as in energy areas and “green” building technologies.  At the least, the additional federal funds may help to stabilize State and local education budgets and prevent further financial difficulties.

Advocacy Action

1. ELS recommends that individual AEP-NSSEA members contact their own U.S. Representatives this week on Tuesday, January 27, 2008 or early in the day on Wednesday, January 28, 2009 to request support for HR 1, the House economic stimulus bill, in Wednesday’s House floor vote.

2. To telephone any Representative, call the U.S. Capitol Switchboard at 202/224-3121.  Ask the operator for your Representative by name and State such as in this example:

“I would like to speak with the office of (name of state) Representative (first and last personal name).”

3. When you are connected with your Representative’s office, state who you are and the purpose of your call, to the staff person who answers.  For example:

· “My name is (First/Last Name). I am a constituent of Representatives (name) or I live in the Congressional district of Representative (name).”

· Then ask to speak with the aide who is handling the House economic stimulus legislation, in particular the education provisions of that bill.

· When you reach this specific aide, repeat your name, and the fact that you are a constituent of Representative (name).

· Then let the aide know that you would like to leave a short message such as “I support HR 1, the House economic stimulus bill, “The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009,” and encourage Representative (name) to support it also, when the legislation comes to the House floor for a vote on Wednesday, January 28, 2009.

· Then concisely state your reasons for supporting HR 1.

· Ask the aide what your Representative’s position is on HR 1. If you wish, you may request a written response to your telephone call.
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· Sometimes you may be referred to a voice-mail to leave your message, or the staff person answering the telephone originally may say he/she will take the message. Since there is a tight timeframe, ELS suggests that it is better to leave a message than not, in any event.

· Then you are encouraged to let us know which Representative you contacted and the response you received:  Does he/she support or oppose HR 1 and why.

Thank You!







