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October 29, 2007
The Honorable Daniel K Inouye, Chairman

Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation

United States Senate

508 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Washington, DC  20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

It is my understanding that tomorrow, the Senate Commerce Committee will mark up S. 2045, the “CPSC Reform Act of 2007.”  I write on behalf of the National Association of Wholesaler-Distributors (NAW) in opposition to this bill.

NAW and its member companies fully appreciate, respect and support the CPSC’s important work.  It is because we believe the “CPSC Reform Act of 2007” will undermine the agency’s ability to fulfill its mission that we oppose S. 2045.

There are two broad issues that I will briefly highlight in this regard:

First, NAW members are concerned that by weakening Federal preemption and enabling states to sue companies on behalf of their citizens, the bill will result in uncertainty and uneven enforcement, and generate unnecessary legal costs.  None of this serves the interests of the regulated community or of consumers.

Second, the penalties in the bill will undermine the CPSC’s efforts to achieve timely, effective corrective action.  Costly litigation will replace cooperation, delaying the agency’s ability to achieve desired results.

Again, Mr. Chairman, NAW opposes S. 2045 and urges its defeat in the Commerce Committee.

Sincerely,
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James A. Anderson, Jr.

Vice President-Government Relations

cc:
Members of the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation

National Association of Wholesaler-Distributors

1325 G Street N.W., Suite 1000, Washington, DC  20005
202-872-0885    www.naw.org
