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NSSEA Signs on to Government Relations Partnership with AEP 

In an effort to increase the ability to monitor and communicate to the membership government policies, legislative/regulatory issues, and funding opportunities that impact the education marketplace, the NSSEA Board of Directors recently approved a formal government relations partnership with The Association of Educational Publishers (AEP). 
NSSEA is supporting the AEP Government Relations initiative to have a voice in education policy and to share timely information on legislative and public policy issues directly impacting the supplemental publishing industry. AEP’s effort is led by a full-time government relations director and includes targeted public policy consultants in Washington DC, and alliances with other strategic partners. 

Federal policy items currently being monitored include:

· The reauthorized Individuals with Disabilities in Education Act (IDEA) and its key provision, the National Instructional Materials Accessibility Standard (NIMAS)

· The 2007 reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) also known as No Child Left Behind, Scientifically – Based Research (SBR) requirements and issues related to Reading First

· Federal Funding for Education

· Proposed US Postal Service rate increases

· Teacher Tax Credit Reauthorization 
As a partner in the AEP government relations effort, NSSEA and its members will receive access to ongoing legislative tracking and updates, web briefings, position papers, and research on issues of concern. In addition, NSSEA staff and leaders will be participating in Government Relations Committee meetings, taking an active role in the development of public policy positions; developing relationships with policymakers, legislators and/or Department of Education officials; and being made aware of sign-on opportunities for letters and other activities that will increase NSSEA’s visibility.
As part of the partnership, NSSEA will once again sponsor the Legislative Day held in conjunction with the AEP Summit in Washington, DC in June 2007.

“NSSEA is an important participant in our country’s educational system, and the organization looks forward to this partnership with AEP to advocate our positions and assist with shaping and improving education and the economic markets that serve education,” said NSSEA Legislative Chair Bill Singhaus. 
The National School Supply and Equipment Association represents over 1,550 manufacturers, retailers, distributors, and independent manufacturers representatives of school supplies, equipment, and instructional materials. For more information, visit www.NSSEA.org.

