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ED EXPO 2005 BREAKS ATTENDANCE RECORD 

FOR DEALER PERSONNEL 

The Big Easy played host to the school market’s only Back to School tradeshow — Ed Expo 2005 — held March 31-April 2 in New Orleans. Ed Expo provided attendees three days of networking, exhibits, and workshops. A total of 1,204 dealer personnel from 546 dealer companies viewed the latest educational products from 429 exhibiting companies in 874 10’ x 10’ spaces. This was a 2.8% decrease in dealer companies, but an increase of 1.4% in individuals over Ed Expo 2004. The exhibit hall was sold out two months prior to the show.

Dealers also had ample opportunity to learn at professional development workshops on topics including ‘Word-of-Mouth’ Marketing by Mark Mayberry, Creating Events To Attract Teachers To Your Stor” by Leland Graham, and The Crackle Factor™: Taking Your Business Off Auto-Pilot by Rich Kizer and Georgeanne Bender. In addition, the New Product Pavilion provided dealers with a first look at the most innovative educational products for the upcoming school year. 

    Show attendees were treated to a Cajun Carnival Party on Thursday, March 31. The party featured Cajun cuisine and New Orleans-style music — blues, jazz, and Cajun including legendary musician Pete Fountain and dancing to the Rockin’ Dopsie Jr. and the Zydeco Twisers band. The 2005 Booth Awards were announced that evening with the following companies being recognized: Zoo Books, Brand New World, Twin Sisters Productions, Lisa Leleu Studios, Roylco, Kleen-Slate, and Pacon Corp.

     More awards and recognition of outgoing leaders followed at the NSSEA Annual Meeting on April 2, in addition to a vote on new leaders and bylaws changes. Judy Brown of NSSEA’s Retail Store Council presented the annual Customer Service Awards to two companies that exemplify the best in the industry for Customer Service: Frog Street Press and TREND enterprises. The purpose of the award is to promote excellence, best practice, and innovation in customer service and to highlight their importance in today’s business climate. Al Peller, Vice Chair of the Education Excellence Foundation, presented awards to Pacon, Evan-Moor and Educational Supply for their work to advance education in their community and abroad. Lorraine Moore presented the David McCurrach Distinguished Service Award to Sally Bennett from Bennett's Educational Supplies, and Lee Quackenbush and Rib Hall were elected Honorary Members. In addition, Sarah Pride, sponsored by Home Life, Inc., was awarded the John L. Spalding Memorial Scholarship.

     Next year’s show will be held in conjunction with NSSEA’s School Equipment Show, March 3-6 in Orlando, FL. The two shows together will form SCHOOL PRODUCTS EXPO, the largest school market event of its kind covering over eight acres of exhibit space. 

     Please contact NSSEA headquarters at (800) 395-5550 or visit our Web site at <www.NSSEA.org> for more information. The National School Supply and Equipment Association, founded in 1916, represents over 1,400 supplies, dealers, and independent manufacturers representatives of school supplies, equipment, and instructional materials.
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