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School Products Expo 2006: The Biggest Education Show On Earth
NSSEA First Co-Located Show Is Huge Success
Silver Spring, MD — School Products Expo, which united the National School Supply and Equipment Associations’ two largest shows -- Ed Expo and the School Equipment Show, proved to be a huge success with record breaking attendance numbers.
The event, held March 2-5 in Orlando, FL, showcased the latest instructional materials and educational equipment under one roof. Dealers and distributors from across the nation and world met suppliers displaying their new products at the only back to school show in the school market industry. 
Final numbers for School Products Expo were: 

Ed Expo – 586 Dealer Companies bringing 1,251 people. This represents a 7% and 4% increase respectively over the 2005 final figures. In addition, we had 125 additional Dealer Companies and 367 people registered for the School Equipment Show visit the Ed Expo Exhibits. Combined this is 711 Dealer Companies and 1,618 people on the Ed Expo show floor.

School Equipment Show – 314 Distributor Companies bringing 873 people. This represents a 6% and 7.5% decrease respectively over the 2005 final figures. In addition, we had 197 additional Dealer Companies and 398 people registered for the Ed Expo Show visit the School Equipment Show Exhibits. Combined this is 511 Dealer Companies and 1,271 people on the School Equipment show floor.

The School Equipment Show also had 91 Specifier Firms bringing 141 people. These figures are down from the 107 Firms and 172 people last year.

The total number of Dealers at School Products Expo was 857 Companies and 2,109 people (43 companies registered personnel for both shows).
In addition to connecting with dealers, displaying new products and seeking new customers, exhibitors also got a chance to participate in NSSEA’s annual Booth Awards. Judged by members of the Retail Store Council, the awards were given to exhibitors that display innovative, eye-catching booths. This year's winners were:
- Find It Games, Best New Exhibitor
- Fun Carpet Slides, Most Dynamic Staff
- Word Salt, Outstanding Exhibit (single booth) 
- Scholastic, Outstanding Exhibit (multiple booths) 
- Trend enterprises, Best/Overall Most Innovative
NSSEA and its members are dedicated to helping low-income schools. Through a partnership with Gifts In Kind, each year NSSEA exhibitors donate items from their booth to underprivileged educational institutions. At this year’s show, more than 105 exhibitors donated some $175,000 in products to Title I schools in Orlando, FL.  Gifts In Kind loaded two 48ft trucks full of school equipment from the School Equipment Show and one 40ft truck full of books, supplies and equipment from the Ed Expo. 
Another show success was NSSEA’s 90th Anniversary Celebration at Sea World. Show attendees feasted on delicious food, danced to good music, rode the Arctic Express, and won prizes from the park’s game area.  The party, which included a champagne toast and cake, was a blast, literally, with a 10-minute fireworks presentation.
The 2007 School Products Expo, featuring Ed Expo and the School Equipment Show, will be held February 28 – March 3 (with both exhibit halls open March 1 – 3) in Atlanta, GA. Both shows will run concurrently with exhibits open on Thursday – Saturday. So mark your calendars.

The National School Supply and Equipment Association, founded in 1916, represents over 1,400 supplies, dealers, and independent manufacturers representatives of school supplies, equipment, and instructional materials.
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