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NSSEA FOUNDATION SELECTS 2006 RECIPIENTS OF THE 

EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION AWARDS

Silver Spring, MD ­ The NSSEA Education Excellence Foundation is pleased to announce that two NSSEA member companies have been chosen to receive the 2006 Excellence In Education Award. This year’s recipients are Educational Aids, Inc., Warrenville, IL and Learning Tree Educational Resources, Inc., Valdosta, GA.  Each year the Foundation recognizes the efforts of deserving member companies that improve education in their local communities.  A donation of $1,000 will be given to each of these education advocacy programs.  In addition, the members will be presented with a Crystal Award in March at NSSEA School Products Expo in Orlando, FL.  

Educational Aids, Inc. - Random Acts of Kindness Through The Teachers Wish List
The Teachers Wish List (www.theteacherswishlist.com), a division of Eductional Aids, Inc., is a gift registry for teachers where the moto is "Thank Our Teachers … Support Our Schools!"  Teachers create "Wish Lists" for those items that they could use in their classrooms to improve the educational experience for their students.  Parents, parent organizations, and corporate donors are then able to show their support for these teachers and schools by purchasing the items that the teachers have requested.  The program, entitled "Random Acts of Kindness" is designed to further the education of all students.  Working closely with teachers, administrators, specialists, aides and clerical staff throughout the year the Teachers Wish List is able to randomly fulfill requests through the support of vendors, corporate sponsors, and Educational Aids.  Everyone benefits from the Random Acts of Kindness program.  Students have enhancements in their classrooms, teachers have those items that they need to further the education of their students, and donors take satisfaction in knowing that they have a direct, positive influence on the lives of children!

Learning Tree Educational Resources, Inc. - Community Partners in Education
Community Partners in Education (CPIE), is a non-profit organization, dedicated to promoting greater student achievement in Lowndes County Schools and Valdosta City Schools by developing partnerships between local schools, area businesses/industries, and community groups.  Over 300 partners work with the twenty-one schools comprising the two school systems.  Most businesses or community groups are "School Partners" paired with specific schools.  Others are "Partners-At-Large" which are available to work with all the schools in both systems.  Each school has a Coordinator who works with that school's partner to organize volunteer activities, donation of funds, as well as goods and services.  Learning Tree has been involved in the CPIE program as an active Partner-At-Large since the programs inception some 15 years ago.  Community Partners provided over 100,000 volunteer hours last year of which Learning Tree staff members served on a number of school-related advisory committees and councils.  As a Partner, Learning Tree has provided gift certificates for teacher recognition, given a wide variety of in-school presentations for both students and parents promoting education, and participated in numerous school events as financial sponsors, exhitibors and judges.  The Lowndes/Valdosta CPIE mobilizes much needed resources for public schools and builds strong bonds between the education community, local businesses, and civic organizations.  

The Education Excellence Foundation's Steering Committee is extremely proud of the connection that these NSSEA member organizations have within their communities.  We wish them much success as they continue to support teachers, students, and the enrichment of education.
The National School Supply and Equipment Association operates the NSSEA Education Excellence Foundation, a charitable organization whose mission is to improve education through community involvement.
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